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Abstracts 

“Long-Lasting Income Shock and Adaptations: Evidence from Coral Bleaching in Indonesia” 

This paper explores how people adapt after a climate shock, coral bleaching, that has long-

lasting impacts on income. Coral bleaching, which is mainly caused by abnormally high sea 

surface temperature, has significant effects on fish and other marine life. Using panel data from 

Indonesia and exogenous variation in bleaching, I find that fishery households in coral bleaching 

areas experienced a fall in income relative to other households. Affected households were also 

more likely to migrate in the short run. In the medium to long run, they tended to increase their 

labor supply, take second jobs, and switch to another industry. I also find evidence declines in 

most consumption measures in the short run. Protein consumption dropped the most in the 

short run while grain consumption almost did not change. This fall in consumption is due to both 

the decline in income and protein availability. 

“Impacts of Rural Health Worker Incentive Schemes: A Case Study of Southern Thailand” 

This project examines relationships between incentives for rural health workers, and access to 

healthcare and health outcomes. We utilize a policy experiment where political unrests led to an 

increase in hardship allowance and medical scholarships in Southern Thailand. We apply 

traditional econometric and machine learning techniques to a repeated cross sectional 

household survey data to evaluate the impacts of the increase in the hardship allowance on 

health outcomes. Using a large administrative data set, we assess the effects of an increase in 

the number of doctors as a result of the scholarship program on public healthcare utilization 

among infants. 
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